
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  
regarding the phased reopening of Trinity CE Primary School 

 

1 Phased Return Approach 

a) Why is the phasing of children returning to school spaced out, allowing 2 weeks between 
each year group (i.e. Reception - 8th June, Year 6 - 22nd June, Year 1 - 6th July)? 

 The school leadership team made the decision to adopt a cautious initial approach to the 
reopening of the school on the agreement that it was reviewed regularly and that it was flexible and 
responsive to the evolving situation. As the situation has evolved and the potential risks are further 
understood following the safe reopening to the EYFS children, the decision was made to 
accelerate the return of the Year 6 and Year 1 children. We will continue to review and modify the 
plan as necessary against the latest DfE guidance and the wider context.  
 

b) What is the rationale behind the order that the year groups are returning to school (i.e.  1st - 
Reception, 2nd - Year 6, 3rd - Year 1)? 

 The rationale for the order of the returning year groups was based on prioritising the year groups 
that are transitioning between key stages (i.e. EYFS to KS1 and Year 6 to KS3). Bringing the 
youngest children in first allowed us to test our risk assessment, see it in action and update it as 
appropriate. The safe return of the EYFS children gave us the confidence to accelerate the return 
of the year 6 children who are also transitioning to a new key stage. The return of the year 6 
children allowed us to evaluate the risk assessments for the oldest children against the youngest 
children to ensure that comprehensive protective measures were in place in order to mitigate any 
risks. This gave the school the confidence to accelerate the return of the Year 1 children. 
 
For the future return of additional year groups (beyond the government guidelines), the focus will 
continue to be on prioritising the year groups also transitioning to a new key stage (i.e our current 
Year 2 children transitioning into KS2). We remain committed to getting all our year groups back in 
some form before the end of the academic year. 
 

c) Why are the size of groups / bubbles so much smaller than DfE guidelines (that currently 
state a maximum of 15)? Could we accomodate more year groups, or current year groups 
for more days, if the ‘bubble’ sizes were increased? 

 The size of the bubbles are constrained by how many children can fit in a classroom whilst 
maintaining the 2m social distancing. The DfE guidelines state “up to 15 children”. For example, for 
year 6, the classroom can accommodate 10 children whilst maintaining the 2m social distancing. If 
the social distancing spacing is reduced, we will be able to accommodate more children in each 
classroom, which would free up some staff. This then has the potential for us to accommodate 
more year groups. 
 
For the reception classes, the bubble size is smaller (maximum of 8 children per bubble) which is 
based on the DfE guidelines.  
“Keeping group sizes to a maximum of 8 children is preferable so groups are as small as possible” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-ch
ildcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings#Section8 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings#Section8
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings#Section8


2 Extension of Hours & Days of Returning Children 

a) Why are the timings for the return to school much shorter than a standard school day? 
Please can you help us to understand why there cannot be quicker turnarounds, or different 
entry points for different year groups, as this would facilitate parents with work 
arrangements. 

 The start and end timings depend upon the year group. Key worker children follow the standard 
school day times, followed by Year 6, then Year 1 and then reception. The school start and end 
times need to be staggered to ensure social distancing is maintained at these times. We are also 
constrained by our staff availability and their own childcare logistics. 
 
 

b) When will the number of days a week my child is attending increase? 

 We cannot provide a definitive date for when the number of days a week your child is attending will 
increase. It is dependent on a combination of the latest government guidance, the staffing levels, 
the available classroom space and the return of additional year groups.  
 
 

3 Return of Additional Year Groups (Years 2, 3, 4 & 5) 

a) The Government has referred to an aim to get all primary school year groups back into 
school a month before the end of the summer term, what is Trinity’s plan / timing for Year 
2-5? 

 Although the government has now stated that it is not a requirement that the other year groups 
return to school in the summer term, our aspiration is still to get all children back to school in some 
form before the end of the academic year. Even if this is only for a day per year group and focuses 
on the emotional benefits, this will provide them with the opportunity to reconnect with the school 
and their friends, and support their transition into their new school year. We are currently exploring 
different potential options and we will be in touch as soon as we have further details. 
 
 

4 Virtual Classroom Provision 
There were a number of questions regarding the virtual classroom provision.  

 We are continuously reviewing and evolving our approach to the virtual classroom. For example, 
this term we are trialling Google Meet session with the Year 5 classes which has been very 
successful. Some of the other phase leaders are now looking to trial this in their year groups using 
ZOOM as a platform. Additionally, we have started offering individual calls with members of staff to 
give them the opportunity to say hello, touch base and see how they are. We are also developing 
the video elements of the virtual classroom provision further. 
 
We recently sent out a survey to check whether families have access to the technology that they 
need for the virtual classroom provision. We are exploring ways to support families that are 
struggling to ensure that all children have access to the curriculum. 
 
When we are clearer on the return plans for September (following the release of the DfE 
guidance), if virtual classroom provision remains an ongoing component, we will continue to seek 
further feedback and build on our virtual classroom provision. 
 
 



5 Staffing 

a) Please can you share more detail with regards to the current staffing situation and plans? 
e.g. where there are gaps and the plans in place to fill these; availability of current staff to 
return  

 Our staffing situation has been an ongoing challenge. However, we are very pleased to say that it 
is improving as more staff members are able to return to school. However, we do still have gaps 
where staff members are either vulnerable or shielding which does have an impact on which 
scenarios are viable. We are currently exploring different staffing solutions to enable all children to 
be able to return in some form before the end of the academic year.  
 
We are currently recruiting to ensure that we have a complete staff (including our maternity covers) 
for the new academic year in September.  

b) How will you ensure consistency to the standard of education for our children when 
teachers are teaching year groups they may not be familiar / trained in, and TAs are leading 
groups? 

 Teachers and Teaching Assistants new to a year group are being supported with teaching and 
learning by the Phase Leader and SMT and plans are written with clear learning objectives and 
differentiated activities. 
 

6 Safety at School 

a) What plans has the school put in place to help minimise risk to our children as they return 
to school? 

 Extensive risk assessments have been carried out and mitigations have been put in place to 
minimise the risks to both children and staff. Mitigation measures include; maintaining social 
distancing as much as possible, regular handwashing, no mixing of “bubbles”, regular cleaning and 
a deep clean of the school every Wednesday. The risk assessment document continues to be 
reviewed and updated regularly. 
 

b) How will the school help to support the emotional wellbeing of the children as they return to 
school? 

 The school focus for children returning to school is their emotional wellbeing and this will take 
priority over the covering of the curriculum. Opportunities will be made for the children to share 
their thoughts, feelings and experiences in circle times. 
 
The children will be given time and space to reconnect with their friends and their school and to 
just play with each other and be around each other. Staff will also look at using a bank of resources 
which have been developed to support the children when they return to Trinity such as the PSHCE 
Programme (JIGSAW), The Outdoor Classroom etc. Advice has also been sought from the School 
Counsellor regarding how best to support our children’s emotional wellbeing. 
 

c) I’m concerned about the school expectation for EYFS children to maintain social distance 
from their friends and staff (given the level of support needed). I have heard other schools 
distancing between bubbles rather than within bubbles - why are we not following this 
approach? 

 We have now seen that unlike the older children and adults, early years children cannot remain 2 
metres apart from each other and staff. However, we have worked through the hierarchy of 



measures set out in implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings.  
 
It is still important to reduce contact between people as much as possible, so children, young 
people and staff where possible, should only mix in a small, consistent group and that small group 
should stay away from other people and groups. If you can keep older children within those small 
groups 2 metres away from each other, you should do so. While in general groups should be kept 
apart, brief, transitory contact, such as passing in a corridor, is low risk. (Government guidance) 
 
 

7 Impact on choosing to keep children at home 

a) Is it compulsory to send my child back to school when it reopens? 

 Whether you send your child back to school or not is entirely your choice. The school will respect 
and support your decision. We would love to see as many children return as possible but we also 
recognise that there are individual situations where this is not in the best interest of your child (e.g. 
medical conditions or shielding). The classroom lessons will be using the same material that is 
shared in Google classroom to ensure that there is alignment between the children taught at 
school and the children continuing to homeschool. 
 
At present, the DfE guidance has stated that it is not compulsory to send your child back to school 
during this period of time. The school does not yet have any information regarding September 
2020 onwards. 
 

8 School Communications 

 Several people raised questions around the school communications. We are working hard to 
ensure that we communicate our plans as soon as they are confirmed. We appreciate that this is a 
very challenging time for everyone and that everyone needs answers to be able to plan their own 
lives.  
We thank you for your continued patience and support whilst we ensure that we have the optimal 
plan to ensure that Trinity is a safe and caring environment for our children and staff. 
 
The school receives the updates to government guidelines at the same time as the general public, 
so please bear with us as we process the information and adjust any plans accordingly. We are 
currently scenario planning with lots of different scenarios so that we can respond quickly when 
any government updates regarding schooling are shared. 
 

9 Plans for September 2020 

a) What is the plan in place for the reopening of school in September? If the school cannot 
manage to reopen and educate the children now, what needs to change in order for it to 
open in September to all year groups? 

 We are awaiting DfE guidance regarding the reopening of schools in September. In the meantime, 
we are scenario planning with a range of different situations to ensure that we can respond quickly 
when any government updates regarding schooling in September are shared. As soon as we have 
a confirmed approach for September we will be in touch with you. 
 

b) How will the school approach a recovery curriculum for the schooling that has been 
missed? 

 When the children return to school, staff will adapt their planning in accordance to their ongoing 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings


daily assessments of the children. The planning will be flexible with high levels of differentiation. 
There will also be a big focus on our children’s well being. 

10 Comparison to Other Schools 

 There were a number of questions regarding the comparison of Trinity’s approach with 
other schools.  
Every school is different with a unique set of circumstances (including availability of staff, 
availability of space, classroom sizes, number of pupils, accessibility, etc.) and therefore it is not 
possible to directly compare the approaches that different schools are taking in response to the 
current situation.  
 
We are continuing to explore different scenarios taking into account the evolving context 
(government guidelines, risk assessments, staffing availability, etc.) and potential solutions to 
bottle necks e.g. temporary classrooms, to ensure that we are optimising the approach for Trinity 
school. 

11 Year 6 

a) What are the plans to celebrate the end of their time at Trinity and support the transition of 
year 6 pupils to their new schools in the current environment? 

 The Phase Leader and staff are working alongside parents and other organisations in putting plans 
in place for the current Y6 children. 

12 Additional Questions 

a) Are the key worker’s children kept separate or will they mix with the bubbles? 

 All school bubbles are kept separate from each other including the key worker’s children. Staff are 
also assigned to a bubble and do not mix with other bubbles. 

b) What is the number of children that will be in the school on any given day? 

 This will vary depending on the phased return of the different year groups and shift work. Without 
the return of the year 1 children  the total number was between 75-80 children. 

c) Will the childrens’ sessions be on a rota basis or will they be on the same day every week? 

 At present, the children are in school on the same days every week (either Mondays and 
Tuesdays or Thursdays and Fridays).  

d) Will the online classes cover the 3 days a week when they are not in school? 

 The virtual classroom will be used for the children on the 3 days a week when they are not school. 
The school sessions cover the same material as the virtual classroom to ensure alignment across 
the year group. 

e) Will friendships be considered when creating the teaching bubbles? 

 Friendships are considered when creating the teaching bubbles as much as possible. Once all 
children are allocated to a group, it will not be possible for your child to move groups. 

f) When will my child’s teacher for the phased return be confirmed? 

 Your child’s teacher for the phased return will be shared ahead of the return date so that you and 
your child know what to expect on return. 



g) What are the logistics regarding lunchtime and snacks? 

 Phase Leaders have produced a Welcome letter to parents/carers outlining the above procedures. 

h) Can my child wear their school uniform to school if they want to? 

 We are sorry but we have made the decision that children will not be allowed to wear their school 
uniform. This is to ensure that every child can wear clean clothes every day. 

 


